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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD. 


REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairfnan  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1946. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  12.59,  as  compared  with  12.97  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  11.5  for  England  and  Wales.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  rate 
is  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales,  but  the  crude  death  rate  is  not  a 
true  criterion  of  the  health  of  the  people  living  in  a district  as  it  does  not  take 
into  account  the  age  and  sex  of  the  inhabitants.  This  factor  is  taken  into 
account  in  a “ Corrected  Death  Rate”  which  is  obtained  by  multiplying  the 
crude  death  rate  by  a figure  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.  Since  the 
war,  however,  this  figure  has  not  been  supplied  to  local  authorities.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  38.20. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough  or  Measles. 

HOUSING  SURVEY. 

The  survey  which  was  commenced  in  the  autmn  of  1944  has  now  been 
completed,  a total  of  2,375  houses  having  been  thoroughly  inspected  and 
recorded  and  placed  in  categories  according  to  their  state  of  fitness.  It  was 
realised  when  the  Ministry  requested  Rural  District  Councils  to  carry  out 
the  survey  that  the  task  would  be  an  arduous  one,  and  so  it  proved  to  be  ; 
but  Mr.  Jones  and  the  District  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  worked  with  a will, 
and  they  are  to  be  congratulated  in  having  inspected  such  a large  number 
of  houses  in  the  time.  The  results  of  the  survey  should  prove  of  great  value 
to  the  Council,  as  for  the  first  time  the  total  number  of  unfit  houses  in  the 
district  is  known,  and  when  the  time  is  opportune  a programme  to  deal  with 
these  houses  can  be  mapped  out. 

The  following  table  shows  the  various  categories  into  which  the  houses 
were  placed  : — 

Category  1 . — Fit  in  all  respects  . . . . . . . . 1 ,972 

,,  2. — Minor  defects  . . . . . . . . . . 885 

„ 3. — Major  defects,  but  repairable  at  reasonable 

cost  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,457 

* „ 4. — Appropriate  for  re-conditioning  under  the 

Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  . . . . 496 

„ 5. — Unfit,  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost  783 

5,097 


* Number  included  in  other  categories. 
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The  Ministry  requested  Councils  not  to  inspect  houses  likely  to  be 
fit  or  with  minor  repairs  only,  but  to  concentrate  on  the  houses  likely  to  have 
major  defects.  This  was  all  right  in  theory,  but  in  practice  it  was  soon  found 
that  houses,  although  comparatively  new,  and  which  appeared  from  the  outside 
to  be  fit,  had  often  major  internal  defects  when  inspected.  It  was  therefore 
found  necessary  to  inspect  a larger  number  of  houses  than  was  at  one  time 
contemplated.  The  housewives  have  been  very  helpful  and  co-operative  in 
permitting  the  inspections  on  request,  although  of  course,  a point  was  made 
of  not  inspecting  at  meal  times. 

The  number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  not  repairable  at  a reasonable 
cost  (category  5)  was  783.  These  houses  have  so  many  sanitary  defects  or 
are  in  such  a state  of  disrepair  that  the  cost  to  the  owner  in  making  them  fit 
for  habitation  would  be  so  great  that  he  would  not  receive  ^ reasonable  return 
on  his  outlay  in  the  form  of  rent.  It  is  estimated  that  425  (category  5a)  could 
be  made  fit  by  the  expenditure  of  a large  sum  of  money,  but  the  remaining  358 
(category  5b)  are  so  fundamentally  unfit  that  the  only  satisfactory  way  of 
dealing  with  them  is  to  pull  them  down.  It  was  because  we  found  that 
“ category  5”  houses  were  divisable  into  two  groups  that  we  have  made 
this  distinction,  which  from  the  practical  point  of  view  is  of  value  to  the  Council 
in  that  it  is  known  for  certain  the  minimum  number  of  new  houses  that  will 
be  required  in  each  parish  to  re-house  the  occupants  of  the  demolished  houses. 
In  practice  it  is  probable  that  the  great  majority  of  houses  in  “category  5a’’ 
will  also  be  demolished,  but  in  any  case  owing  to  the  housing  shortage  the 
time  has  not  yet  come  when  we  can  justifiably  pull  down  houses.  On  page 
18  will  be  found  particulars  relating  to  the  houses  in  each  parish  with  the 
categories  in  each  case,  and  on  page  27,  a table  giving  details  of  the 
agricultural  dwellings. 

I have  stated  earlier  that  houses  were  placed  in  “ category  5a’’  because 
the  cost  to  the  owner  in  making  them  fit  would  be  such  that  owing  to  the 
Rent  Restriction  Acts  he  would  not  receive  an  adequate  return  on  the  money 
expended.  One  has  to  remember  that  it  will  cost  the  owner  at  least  double 
the  amount  to  make  his  house  fit  as  compared  to  pre-war  and  yet  he  is  not 
entitled  to  increase  his  rent.  This  will  be  an  important  factor  in  deterring 
owners  from  making  their  houses  fit.  Many  of  these  houses,  owing  to  their 
situation  and  structure,  could  not  be  made  properly  fit,  but  there  are  others 
which  could,  and  it  seems  a pity  that  such  houses  will  have  to  come  down. 
One  way  of  preserving  these  houses  is  for  Councils  to  buy  them  and  then 
make  them  fit,  one  drawback  being,  of  course,  the  collection  of  rents  from  a 
large  number  of  houses  scattered  over  the  district.  There  are  1,457  houses 
placed  in  category  3 — with  major  defects  but  repairable  at  reasonable  cost — 
nearly  one-third  of  all  the  working  class  houses.  In  due  course  owners  will 
be  served  with  notices  requiring  them  to  make  these  houses  fit,  but  it  will  be 
a long  time  before  they  can  all  be  dealt  with.  The  reason  why  housing  con- 
ditions are  so  bad  is  because  it  is  eight  years  since  we  have  been  able  to  obtain 
the  carrying  out  of  repairs  of  any  consequence.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  war, 
the  really  unfit  houses  would  have  been  demolished  and  the  majority  of  those 
with  major  defects  would  have  been  made  fit. 

When  one  comes  to  analyse  the  various  defects  one  finds  that  the  most 
common  is  rising  and  penetrating  dampness,  only  20  per  cent,  of  the  houses 
inspected  being  dry.  This  is  due  to  the  walls  being  solid  with  old  and  perished 
brickwork  and  no  damp-proof  course.  One-third  of  all  the  houses  had  damp 
brick  floors — probably  from  the  health  point  of  view  a more  serious  defect 
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than  dampness  from  the  walls.  Approximately  half  the  houses  inspected 
were  found  to  have  insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation,  another  serious  defect 
as  far  as  the  health  of  the  occupants  is  concerned.  Nearly  half  the  houses 
had  pail  closets,  and  in  many  instances  the  structures  housing  them  were 
unsatisfactory.  This  is  linked  up  with  the  drainage  of  villages  and  hamlets, 
two-thirds  of  the  houses  inspected  being  unsatisfactorily  drained — to  cesspools, 
direct  to  ditches,  or  even  with  no  provision.  As  the  villages  are  sewered  so 
will  conversions  from  pail  closets  to  water  closets  take  place.  One  house  in 
five  had  inadequate  height  of  rooms — less  than  6ft.  9in.  When  it  is  remembered 
that  the  bye-law  standard  is  8 feet  it  cannot  be  said  that  a standard  of  6ft.  9in. 
is  too  stringent.  With  a low  ceiling,  and  consequently  low  windows,  it  is  not 
possible  to  light  the  back  of  the  room  adequately,  and  these  rooms  also  cannot 
be  properly  ventilated. 

A study  of  the  figures  on  pages  18  and  19  reveals  very  interesting 
information  about  the  housing  conditions  in  this  district.  There  were,  for 
example,  very  few  actual  cases  of  overcrowding  judged  on  the  legal  standard, 
but  there  were  a large  number  of  families  living  with  relations  or  sharing 
houses.  Less  than  one  house  in  ten  had  a separate  bathroom,  and  less  than 
that  proportion  had  a separate  domestic  hot-water  supply.  It  is  desirable 
for  every  house  to  have  these  provisions,  but  I am  afraid  it  will  be  many  years 
yet  before  this  ideal  is  achieved.  Every  effort  will  be  made,  however,  to  per- 
suade owners  to  provide  a bath  or  bathroom  and  hot-water  system  in  houses 
which  are  worth  preserving. 

Approximately  half  the  houses  inspected  had  satisfactory  food  stores, 
the  remainder  having  cupboards  not  lighted  nor  ventilated  or  were  without 
a food  store  at  all.  It  is  not  much  use  obtaining  hygienic  methods  in  the 
preparation,  production  and  delivery  of  foods,  such  as  meat  and  milk,  if  the 
housewife  has  not  a proper  larder  to  store  these  foods  when  she  receives  them. 
The  majority  of  housewives  cook  by  a coal-fired  range,  less  than  one-quarter 
employing  gas  or  electricity,  and  a small  number  by  oil. 

On  the  whole,  the  position  with  regard  to  water  supply  is  satisfactory, 
few  houses  being  without  an  internal  supply. 

Approximately  800  cottages  are  occupied  by  agricultural  workers,  and 
of  this  number  approximately  500  are  suitable  for  re-conditioning  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  should  new  legislation  be  enacted  as  recom- 
mended in  the  fourth  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  entitled  “ Re-conditioning  in  Rural 
Areas.  ’ ’ Over  200  cottages  are  so  unfit  that  they  are  not  worth  re-conditioning, 
and  the  remainder,  under  100,  do  not  need  improvements  carried  out. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  all  Rural  District  Councils  are  carrying  out 
this  comprehensive  housing  survey  and  will  have  full  details  of  the  condition 
of  all  agricultural  cottages  in  their  districts,  it  is  surprising  that  the  Sub- 
Committee  did  not  recommend  the  administration  of  the  proposed  new 
Act  to  be  placed  on  Rural  District  Councils.  Re-conditioning  and  the  remedying 
of  sanitary  defects  should  be  done  at  the  same  time,  and  if  the  County  Council 
is  to  be  responsible  for  the  former  and  the  Rural  District  Council  for  the 
latter  there  is  bound  to  be  overlapping  and  confusion.  If  an  architect  is 
appointed  from  an  approved  list  drawn  up  by  the  Joint  County  Committee 
to  undertake  the  work  of  re-conditioning,  as  recommended  in  the  Sub-Com- 
mittee’s Report,  I can  see  no  reason  why  the  Rural  District  Council  should 
not  be  given  the  opportunity  of  operating  this  Act. 
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MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

This  hospital,  which  serves  the  needs  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural,  Cuckfield 
Urban  and  Burgess  Hill  Urban  Districts,  was  administered  by  a Joint  Board 
consisting  of  members  appointed  by  the  three  constituent  authorities.  The 
hospital  had  to  be  closed  in  August  due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  nursing 
and  domestic  staff,  and  as  a result  the  number  of  patients  treated  during  the 
year  was  considerably  less  than  in  1945 — 57  patients  as  compared  with  95. 

Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  admitted,  a child  from  the  Cuckfield 
Urban  District  who  had  been  immunised  in  1940.  The  case  was  a mild  one. 

Following  a suggestion  to  amalgamate  the  hospital  with  the  High 
Grove  Isolation  Hospital,  East  Grinstead,  which  served  the  Uckfield  Rural 
and  East  Grinstead  Urban  Districts,  a meeting  was  held  between  representa- 
tives of  both  Hospital  Management  Committees.  At  this  joint  meeting  it 
was  agreed  that  amalgamation  was  desirable,  and  it  was  recommended  to  the 
constituent  authorities  to  go  fully  into  the  matter,  including  the  closure  of 
the  High  Grove  Hospital  and  the  re-opening  of  the  Mid-Sussex  Hospital 
to  serve  the  whole  area.  The  population  of  the  joint  area  was  93,809,  so  that 
with  40  beds  available  at  the  hospital  this  was  equivalent  to  one  bed  for  2,345 
of  the  population.  I gave  the  opinion  that  in  view  of  the  number  of  cubicle 
beds  (twelve)  and  the  large  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised 
against  diphtheria — over  90  per  cent,  throughout  the  area — this  hospital  was 
large  enough  to  meet  the  normal  needs  of  the  five  districts.  All  the  Councils 
passed  resolutions  agreeing  to  the  proposal,  and  the  Minister  of  Health  made 
an  Order  constituting  a new  Joint  Hospital  Board  consisting  of  members 
appointed  by  the  five  constituent  authorities. 

The  Matron  and  Staff  of  the  High  Grove  Hospital  were  transferred 
to  this  Hospital  in  November  and  re-opening  for  patients  took  place  a few 
weeks  later. 

At  the  time  of  writing  the  Hospital  has  been  open  for  several  months  ; 
so  far  the  number  of  beds  has  proved  adequate,  two  wards  only  having  to  be 
opened  and  one  of  these  for  a few  weeks  only  ; the  staff  position  is  satisfactory  ; 
no  difficulties  have  arisen  in  fetching  patients  by  ambulance  (two  are  avail- 
able), although  the  distance  to  parts  of  the  district  are  much  farther  than 
previously.  It  was  fortunate  that  Matron  and  Sister  were  willing  to  be 
transferred  from  High  Grove,  as  main  credit  for  the  smooth  administration 
of  the  hospital  since  it  was  re-opened  is  due  to  their  efforts,  and  my  best  thanks 
are  due  to  them  for  their  co-operation. 

I should  also  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  paying  a tribute  to  Dr. 
Ralph  Green,  Visiting  Physician,  for  his  unfailing  attendance  at  the  hospital 
and  for  the  great  care  and  attention  which  he  gives  to  the  patients. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Set  out  below  are  particulars  of  the  complete  scheme  as  carried  out 
in  this  district. 

Pre-School  Children. 

Information  regarding  children  : Particulars  of  children  born  in  the  area 
are  received  in  a weekly  return  from  the  Registrar-General,  those  outside 
the  area  from  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  District  Nurses. 
Notifications  of  transfers  into  the  district  are  also  received  from  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  of  the  area  concerned.  A form  is  sent  to  the 
respective  Medical  Officer  of  Health  asking  for  particulars  of  immunisa- 
tion of  the  child. 
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Records  : A card  is  made  out  for  every  child  when  it  becomes  nine  months 
old,  and  for  every  new  entrant  into  the  district. 

Blank  cards  are  sent  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department,  who 
fill  in  name,  address  and  date  of  birth  of  children  born  outside  the  district, 
or  who  have  come  from  another  area,  and  these  are  returned  to  this  office 
periodically. 

Cards  are  kept  in  containers  (ordinary  office  filing  boxes),  each  village 
or  nurse’s  area  having  a separate  one.  These  are  divided  by  tabbed 
cards  into  the  following  categories  : — 

Awaiting  first  injection  Schick  test  positives 

Awaiting  second  injection  Completed  (in  year  groups) 

Awaiting  Schick  test  Refusals 

These  filing  boxes  are  kept  by  the  immunisation  clerk  at  the  Council 
offices. 

As  each  child  reaches  the  age  of  five  years  its  card  is  transferred  to  an 
alphabetical  filing  cabinet  “ Awaiting  Particulars”  until  information  is 
received  that  the  child  has  entered  a school ; the  card  is  then  transferred 
to  the  school  container  (see  below).  After  a period  of  six  months,  if  no 
information  is  received  from  a school  in  respect  of  a child,  a letter  is  sent 
to  the  parent  asking  which  school  the  child  is  attending.  When  a request 
for  particulars  of  immunisation  is  received  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  of  a district  to  which  the  child  has  removed,  a copy  of  the  child’s 
card  is  dispatched.  Finally,  there  is  a cabinet  or  ” Dead  File”  for  cards 
of  children  who  have  left  the  district. 

Procedure  : A letter  containing  explanatory  leaflets  with  a stamped  accept- 
ance form  enclosed  is  sent  to  the  parent  when  the  child  is  nine  months 
old.  Consent  forms  when  received  are  fastened  to  the  respective  cards, 
so  that  no  child  is  inadvertently  treated  against  the  parent’s  wishes. 

Parents  are  given  the  opportunity  of  taking  their  children  to  their  own 
doctor  or  attending  a clinic.  Blank  cards  are  sent  to  all  general  prac- 
titioners for  completion  in  respect  of  children  immunised  by  them.  These 
cards  are  returned  to  this  office,  and  payment  is  then  made  by  the  Council 
to  the  general  practitioner  at  the  rate  of  3/-  per  injection  (6/-  per  child) 
unless  payment  has  been  arranged  privately  with  the  parents.  The 
district  nurse  is  contacted,  and  a clinic  is  arranged.  A list  of  children 
requiring  treatment  is  sent  to  the  district  nurse,  also  a list  of  children 
whose  parents  have  not  returned  the  consent  form,  in  order  that  she 
may  visit,  and  persuade  the  parent  to  agree  to  immunisation.  Check 
on  whether  children  taken  to  their  own  doctors  have  been  done,  and 
whether  the  doctor  has  completed  the  record,  is  secured  by  the  immunisa- 
tion clerk  frequently  going  through  the  “ Awaiting  first  injection”  and 
other  sections  of  the  filing  boxes,  and  by  her  meeting  the  district  nurses. 

Attendance  at  Clinics  : Clinics  are  held  monthly  or  as  necessary,  usually 
at  the  primary  school,  but  if  necessary  a hall  is  taken.  Injections  and 
tests  at  these  clinics  are  all  performed  by  Dr.  Duke.  The  immunisation 
clerk  attends  in  order  to  check  the  list  previously  sent  to  the  district  nurse, 
and  to  ascertain  particulars  of  children  who  have  come  into  her  area, 
and  the  reason  for  non-attendance  of  other  children.  Parents  are  sent 
a post  card  informing  them  of  the  place  and  time  of  these  clinics  (transport 
by  W.V.S.  car  service  may  be  needed  on  occasions).  Two  injections  of 
.3  cc  A.P.T.  each  are  given  at  monthly  intervals.  Children  whose  parents 
have  refused  treatment  or  who  have  not  attended  a clinic  when  requested 
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to  do  so  are  visited  by  Dr.  Duke,  who  endeavours  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  the  parent  to  immunise  the  child  in  the  home.  Now  that  refusals 
are  down  to  the  hard  core  of  5 per  cent,  or  less,  this  involves  fewer  special 
journeys  ; but  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the  scheme  such  visits  were  a very 
important  feature  of  the  scheme. 

The  Schick  Test : All  children  are  Schick  tested  at  ordinary  sessions  approxi- 
mately three  months  after  the  second  injection,  and  the  reading  carried 
out  seven  days  later.  Positives  are  given  a further  injection  of  .3  cc 
followed  by  another  Schick  test  three  months  later.  Children  are  re- 
tested at  five  years  of  age,  and  again  at  10  ; positives  receive  a further 
injection.  In  order  to  obtain  uniformity  throughout  the  district,  all 
testing  is  carried  out  by  Dr.  Duke.  Experience  has  shown,  however, 
that  it  is  possible  to  use  for' reading  the  tests  one  or  two  really  skilful 
nurses  who  have  become  fully  acquainted  with  Dr.  Duke’s  methods  and 
the  difficulties  which  may  arise.  In  spite  of  this,  every  test  which  has 
been  read  by  a nurse  of  behalf  of  Dr.  Duke  is  recorded  on  the  card  as 
(N).  A letter  is  sent  to  the  parents  of  children  immunised  by  their  own 
doctor  pointing  out  the  advisability  of  the  Schick  test,  and  informing 
them  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  clinic  where  this  can  be  performed. 

School  Children. 

Elementary  Schools  : Cards  of  all  school  children  are  kept  in  containers, 
one  for  each  school  (also  kept  at  the  office),  the  sub-divisions  being  the 
same  as  those  of  the  pre-school  children.  At  the  beginning  of  each 
term  a form  is  sent  to  the  head  teacher  asking  for  a list  of  new  admissions 
and  leavers.  When  this  is  returned,  the  cards  of  children  are  traced, 
and  a list  of  children  requiring  treatment  is  sent  to  the  head  teacher. 
The  cards  of  children  who  have  left  are,  of  course,  taken  from  the  school 
container  ; if  the  children  have  left  at  15  years  of  age  and  the  cards  are 
filed  in  a “ Dead  File,”  if  they  have  left  between  the  ages  of  five  to  14 
years  the  parent  is  written  to,  asking  which  school  the  child  is  attending  ; 
in  the  meantime  the  cards  are  filed  in  the  cabinet  ” Awaiting  Particulars.” 

A visit  to  the  school  is  arranged  and  all  new  admissions  Schick  tested. 
Those  found  to  be  positive  are  given  a note  asking  the  parents’  consent 
to  a further  injection  at  the  next  school  clinic.  Children  not  previously 
immunised  are  given  injections  at  the  same  time,  provided  that  the  parents 
have  consented. 

Private  Schools  : All  private  schools  in  the  district  are  visited  at  regular 
intervals  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  children.  Those  found  to  be 
positive  are  given  a letter  recommending  a further  injection.  Cards 
are  made  out  as  for  elementary  school  children,  and  a container  is  kept 
for  each  school. 

As  contact  was  made  at  an  early  stage  with  all  the  doctors  looking 
after  private  schools  easy  co-operation  has  been  assured,  and  it  is  known 
in  each  case  whether  the  doctor  wishes  to  carry  out  for  himself  {a)  the 
immunisation  and/or  {b)  the  Schick  testing. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria. 

Details,  as  complete  as  possible,  are  collected  of  every  case  or  probable 
case  of  diphtheria,  including  age,  whether  previously  immunised  (if  so, 
date(s)  of  injection,  results  of  any  Schick  tests,  nature  and  make  of  antigen 
used,  where  done)  and  clinical  particulars  (type  of  organism,  whether 
other  severe  infection  present,  whether  severe,  moderate  or  mild  case, 
recovery  prompt  or  slow,  any  complications  and/or  esquelae,  whether 
recovery  ultimately  complete,  and  so  on). 
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Results  of  Scheme. 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  results  at  31st  December,  1946  : — 


1-5  years. 

5-15  years. 

Number  of  children 

1,409 

3,410 

Number  immunised 

1,355 

3,352 

Percentage  immunised 

96  . 

98 

During  the  year  324  children  were  immunised  and  1,752  Schick  tested. 
No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  1946. 

On  page  24  will  be  found  a table  showing  the  particulars  of  children 
immunised  in  each  nurse’s  area  and  school. 

Research. 

In  my  Report  for  1945  mention  was  made  of  the  commencement  of 
a scheme  to  test  and  immunise  expectant  mothers  with  a view  to  discovering 
if  the  immunity  in  the  mother  is  passed  on  to  the  infant  and  if  so  whether 
that  immunity  would  last  for  twelve  months. 

There  were  123  expectant  mothers  tested  at  the  fifth  month  of  pregnancy, 
84  being  positive,  or  susceptible  to  diphtheria,  and  39  negative.  Those  found 
to  be  positive  were  immunised  by  three  doses  of  T.A.F.  In  addition,  545 
mothers  were  tested  following  the  birth  of  the  child,  319  being  positive  and 
226  negative. 

Up  to  the  present  it  has  only  been  possible  to  test  46  babies  between 
the  ages  of  6-12  months  whose  mothers  were  Schick  negative.  Of  these,  38 
were  tested  at  10-12  months,  only  four  being  negative  ; eight  were  tested  at 
6-9  months,  two  being  negative.  These  figures  are,  of  course,  statistically 
insufficient  to  draw  a firm  conclusion,  but  it  would  seem  that  infants  do  not 
retain  inherited  immunity  for  more  than  ten  months.  We  now  have  to  find 
out  if  the  immunity  will  be  retained  for  six  months,  and  in  the  future  it  is 
proposed  to  test  all  the  children  about  the  sixth  month. 

All  the  testing  and  test  reading  throughout  the  area  has  been  carried  out 
by  Dr.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  he  also  gave  the  majority 
of  the  inoculations.  It  is  mainly  due  to  his  efforts  and  those  of  Miss  Dean, 
Immunisation  Clerk,  that  the  scheme  runs  so  smoothly  and  efficiently. 

SCABIES. 

Scabies  was  made  notifiable  in  1943,  and  this  has  proved  to  be  of  great 
assistance  in  dealing  with  the  disease.  Treatment  centres  were  established 
in  Haywards  Heath  and  Burgess  Hill,  and  the  great  majority  of  cases  were 
treated  at  these  centres,  together  with  all  contacts.  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
two  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  but  the  type  of  case  now  seen  is  much  less 
severe  than  in  previous  years  owing  to  the  general  practitioners  and  the  general 
public  being  more  familiar  with  the  symptoms  of  the  disease. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

In  last  year’s  Report  I remarked  on  the  increase  in  the  number  of  dairy 
farms  producing  tuberculin  tested  milk,  the  number  having  gone  up  from  eight 
in  1938  to  30  in  1945,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  that  the  number  at  the  end 
of  1946  was  41.  Every  encouragement  and  inducement  should  be  given  to 
farmers  to  change  over  to  the  production  of  this  high-grade  milk,  so  that  the 
people  who  live  away  from  towns  can  be  supplied  with  a clean  and  fresh 
milk  free  from  the  risk  of  tubercle  bacilli.  During  the  year  169  samples  of 
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milk  were  taken  from  producers  of  ordinary  and  accredited  milks  for  biological 
examination,  and  six  were  reported  as  being  positive.  The  latter  were  reported 
to  the  County  Council  and,  following  investigations,  the  offending  cow  or 
cows  were  found  in  each  case,  followed  by  their  subsequent  slaughter. 

ICE-CREAM  (HEAT  TREATMENT)  REGULATIONS,  1946. 

A draft  form  of  the  above  Regulations  was  sent  to  Local  Authorities 
in  October,  and  this  Council,  after  considering  a memorandum  submitted  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  subject,  made  representations  to  the 
Ministry  for  strengthening  the  Regulations. 

Revised  Regulations  were  sent  to  local  authorities  early  in  the  present 
year,  and  they  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1947.  Although  the  Minister 
has  not  included  all  the  items  suggested  by  this  Council,  he  has  included  the 
provisions  relating  to  indicating  and  recording  thermometers  and  for  the 
records  to  be  kept  for  one  month.  He  has  also  included  a requirement  that 
ice-cream  during  its  manufacture,  storage  and  distribution  shall  at  all  times 
be  protected  from  contamination,  and  also  that  all  apparatus  and  utensils 
brought  into  contact  with  it  shall  be  cleansed  immediately  after  use  and  kept 
clean  at  all  times  (Regulation  5).  He  has  not  been  willing  to  make  a statutory 
bacteriological  test,  but  draws  attention  to  a form  of  methylene  blue  test. 
It  is  suggested  that  this  test  of  bacterial  cleanliness  appears  to  provide  the 
best  available  for  the  present  purpose.  At  the  same  time  it  is  simple  and 
cheap  to  perform.  It  is  suggested  that  if  out  of  the  four  grades  recommended, 
ice-cream  consistently  fails  to  reach  grades  one  and  two,  it  would  be  reason- 
able to  regard  this  as  indicating  defects  of  manufacture  or  of  handling  which 
call  for  further  investigation.  On  the  whole,  the  Regulations  are  a great 
advance  on  the  draft  form,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  find  that  the  Minister  has 
met  many  of  the  points  raised  by  this  Council. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  district  is  in  an  excellent  position  with  regard  to  piped  water 
supplies,  90  per  cent  of  the  houses  having  such  a supply.  With  the  exception 
of  50  houses,  which  are  supplied  by  standpipes,  all  are  supplied  direct  to  the 
houses. 

Monthly  samples  of  water  are  taken  for  bacteriological  analyses  from 
the  main  supplies,  namely.  East  Surrey  Water  Company,  Worth  Park,  Mid- 
Sussex  Joint  Water  Board,  Burgess  Hill  Water  Company,  Brighton  Corporation, 
Fulking  and  Poynings.  All  supplies,  with  the  exception  of  Fulking,  were 
satisfactory.  In  this  case,  following  investigations,  it  was  found  that  the  supply 
was  being  contaminated  by  a private  underground  storage  tank.  This  matter 
was  remedied  and  subsequent  samples  were  satisfactory. 

SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

A Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  20th  February,  1946,  with  regard  to 
proposals  by  the  Council  for  the  sewerage  of  the  parish  of  Bolney.  The 
Minister  of  Health  subsequently  confirmed  the  proposals,  and  the  Council 
are  proceeding  with  the  scheme. 

A Report  was  submitted  (o  the  Council  early  in  the  present  year  giving 
the  order  of  priority  for  sewerage  schemes  in  the  district — a summary  of  this 
Report  is  given  herewith. 

1.  North  part  of  Three  Bridges. — Here  conditions  are  deplorable.  Crude 

sewage  is  present  in  large  amounts  in  roadside  ditches.  This  scheme 

is  most  urgently  needed. 
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2.  Horsted  Keynes. — Conditions  in  this  village  are  extremely  bad  and  have 

been  so  to  my  knowledge  for  the  past  eleven  years.  Crude  sewage 
is  present  in  ditches  and  gardens,  and  in  warm  weather  nuisances  have 
been  numerous  and  troublesome.  There  were  as  many  as  thirty-one 
nuisances  in  this  village  when  a survey  was  carried  out  in  1940,  and  at 
a recent  inspection  conditions  were  found  to  be  substantially  the  same. 

Sewage  from  a part  of  the  village  is  polluting  a ditch  which  discharges 
into  the  Cockhaise  Brook,  from  which  at  a lower  level  water  is  pumped 
and  treated  and  supplied  to  the  district.  Should  cases  of  typhoid  or 
allied  diseases  occur  in  the  village  there  would  be  a risk  of  the  Cockhaise 
Brook  becoming  infected,  with  the  possibility  of  serious  consequences  to 
the  community.  In  this  connection  I have  received  a letter  from  the  En- 
gineer to  the  Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board  stating  that  the  possible 
effects  of  the  present  conditions  on  the  purity  of  the  water  supply  to 
the  Board’s  area,  including  Horsted  Keynes,  should  be  given  serious 
consideration  and  that  the  sewering  of  the  village  should  be  treated 
as  a matter  of  immediate  concern. 

In  view  of  the  long-standing  insanitary  conditions  existing  in  this 
village  and  to  the  risk  of  pollution  of  the  water  supply,  I recommend 
that  a sewerage  scheme  for  this  village  be  put  in  hand  at  once. 

3.  Village  of  Clayton. — A special  Report  on  the  drainage  of  this  village  was 

submitted  on  7th  November,  1946,  and  it  was  resolved  to  refer  the 
matter  to  the  Burgess  Hill  Water  Company,  together  with  an  estimate  of 
cost  to  be  prepared  by  the  Surveyor.  I have  placed  this  scheme  high 
on  the  list  because  of  the  possibility  of  pollution  of  the  water  supply. 

4.  Handcross  and  Slaugham. — The  cesspools  in  this  area  are  emptied  by  the 

Council,  and  during  the  past  two  years  few  complaints  have  been  received, 
and  at  a recent  inspection  only  minor  nuisances  were  found.  Cesspool 
emptying,  however,  is  an  antiquated,  undesirable  and  costly  method 
of  disposing  of  sewage,  and  should  be  replaced  by  a proper  sewerage 
scheme  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  my  considered  opinion,  however, 
that  a scheme  for  this  area  should  not  be  given  priority  over  those 
enumerated  above. 

5.  Scaynes  Hill. — In  my  opinion  this  village  should  be  dealt  with  after  the 

above,  to  be  followed  by  schemes  for  (6)  Albourne  and  (7)  Fulking. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  help 
and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department  and  for  his  assistance  in 
compiling  this  Report,  and  to  the  other  members  of  the  Staff,  and  in  particular 
to  Miss  Everson,  my  Chief  Clerk. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1939,  1945  and  1946. 


1939. 

1945. 

1946. 

Area  of  District  in  acres 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of 

74,360 

74,360 

74,360 

year  . . 

24,770 

25,600 

26,610 

Rateable  Value 

£200,411 

£207,852 

£215,696 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate.. 
Density  of  Population  (persons  per 

£784/13/1.23 

£835  6s. 

£850 

acre)  . . 

0.33 

0.34 

0.36 

Number  of  Houses  . . 

7,805 

7,847 

7,993 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

12.23 

15.59 

16.72 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  . . 

11.58 

12.97 

12.59 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate 

51.28 

32.58 

38.20 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD 

Cause  of  Death. 

1.  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers' 

2.  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  . . 

3.  Scarlet  Fever 

4.  Whooping  Cough 

5.  Diphtheria 

6.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

7.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

8.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

9.  Influenza 

10.  Measles  . . 

11.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

12.  Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis 

13.  Cancer  of  B.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (male),  Uterus 

14.  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

15.  Cancer  of  Breast 

16.  Cancer  of  all  other  sites 
17!  Diabetes  . . 

18.  Intra.  Cran.  Vase.  Lesions 

19.  Heart  Disease  . . 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

21.  Bronchitis 

22.  Pneumonia 

23.  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  . . 

24.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

25.  Diarrhoea  under  2 years 

26.  Appendicitis 

27.  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

28.  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  and  Post  Abor.  Sepsis 

30.  Other  Maternal  Causes 

3 1 . Premature  Birth 

32.  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis. 

33.  Suicide  . . 

34.  Road  Traffic  Accidents 

35.  Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

36.  All  other  Causes 

Totals 


RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Males.  Females. 


female 


2 

11 

16 

1 

13 

56 

4 

4 

10 

1 

4 

1 

3 

9 


1 

7 

3 

3 

2 

11 

168 


3 

4 
10 
12 

2 

27 

47 

4 

11 

3 


6 

9 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

6 

12 

167 


BIRTH  RATE,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATE  AND  ANNUAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY 

During  the  Year  1946  (Provisional  Figures). 
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Puerperal 

1 ,•  Sepsis.  Others.  Total. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  :— Per  1,000  Total  Births  0.18  1.06  1.24 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  are  as  follows 2.20  2.20  4.40 
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BIRTHS 

AND 

DEATHS. 

Births  and  Birth  Rate. 

The  following  table  shows 

the  Births  registered  for  the  year 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

188 

..  218  . 

. 406 

Illegitimate 

20 

19  . 

39 

Total 

208 

. . 237  . 

. 445 

This  gives  a rate  of  16.72  per  1,000  population. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Total  Stillbirths 

6 

3 . 

9 

Legitimate 

5 

3 . 

8 

Illegitimate 

1 

- . 

1 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate. 


The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1946 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

168  ..  167  ..  335 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  12.59  per  1,000  population. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.— WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  63  samples  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis,  repre- 
senting supplies  to  184  dwellings,  of  which  61  were  unfit  for  drinking  purposes 
representing  89  dwellings. 

Notices  were  served  and  interviews  held  with  owners  resulting  as 


follows  : — 

No.  of  dwellings  to  be  served  by  main  extension  to  be  carried  out 
by  the  Council  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  mains  . . . . . . . . 20 

No  of  dwellings,  supplies  rendered  fit  by  works  carried  out  by 
owners  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33 

No.  of  dwellings,  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  end  of  year  . . 27 

No.  of  dwellings,  unfit  supplies,  represented  Sec.  11  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  vacated 2 

Total  . . 89 


Samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  were 
each  of  the  public  supplies  as  follows  : — 

Bacteriological. 


Poynings  Village  Supply  ..  ..  ..  11 

Fulking  . . . . . . . . . . . . 29 

Pyecombe  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Worth  Park  Supply 7 

Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board’s  Supply  . . 2 

Burgess  Hill  Water  Company’s  Supply  . . 3 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  Supply  . . . . 1 


taken  from 

Chemical. 

5 

9 

1 

7 

2 

3 

1 
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All  the  public  supplies  are  treated,  and  all  samples  were  taken,  of  the 
water  going  into  the  supply. 

The  supplies  serving  the  area  have,  with  the  exception  of  Fulking 
Village  Supply,  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity,  and  none  of  these 
supplies  have  plumbo  solvent  action.  Works  were  carried  out  at  Fulking, 
following  which  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality. 

WATER  SUPPLY- 


POSITION  WITH  REGARD  TO  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Parish. 

No.  of 
Houses 

Houses  with 

Piped  Supply. 

Standpipes. 

No. 

Population. 

No. 

Population. 

Albourne 

124 

100 

350 





Ardingly 

326 

279 

970 

— 

— 

Balcombe 

370 

333 

1160 



— 

Bolney  . . 

276 

232 

812 

— 

Clayton 

263 

249 

871 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural 

538 

456 

1596 

— 

— 

Fulking 

85 

34 

119 

20 

70 

Horsted  Keynes 

336 

251 

875 



— 

Hurstpier point . . 

1074 

1024 

3584 

— 

— 

Keymer 

863 

854 

2989 

4 

14 

Lindfield  Rural 

353 

271 

945 

— 

— 

Newtimber 

43 

23 

80 

— 

— 

Poynings 

88 

64 

214 

16 

56 

Pyecombe 

73 

65 

215 

6 

21 

Slaugham 

450 

420 

1470 

— 

— 

Twineham 

82 

69 

245 

4 

14 

West  Hoathly  . . 

433 

381 

1330 

— 

— 

Worth  . . 

2137 

1939 

6790 

— 

— 

TOTALS  .. 

7914 

7044 

24615 

50 

175 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  Act  and 


Licensing  of  Works  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,251 

Infectious  Diseases — number  of  inspections  . . . . . . . . 97 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 520 

Factories  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 20 

Milk  Supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 325 

Water  Supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 

Sewerage — general  enquiries  . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  Housing  Survey  . . . . 2,481 

„ to  Food  Shops  . . . . . . . . . , 57 

„ to  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

„ to  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

,,  to  Slaughterhouses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 


Total 


6,327 
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3.— MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  278  milk  producers  in  the  register  and  of  these  27  also  retail 
milk  within  the  area  ; of  the  former,  171  employ  steam  as  a means  of  sterilisa- 
tion of  utensils. 

During  the  year  325  visits  were  made  to  dairy  farms  and  retail  dairies, 
and  177  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  and  169  for 
biological  examination. 

Bacteriological  Samples. 

All  milks  were  tested  to  the  accredited  standard,  and  of  the  177  examined, 
19  failed  to  reach  this  standard  ; of  this  number,  10  were  from  two  accredited 
farms  taken  in  the  course  of  investigations  into  the  reasons  for  unsatisfactory 
results,  and  one  sample  was  taken  from  a retailer  situated  outside  the  area  of 
this  authority.  All  samples  failed  in  both  methylene  blue  and  b.  coli  tests. 

The  general  standard  of  milk  production  was  satisfactory,  the  majority 
of  the  samples  being  taken  from  producers  of  non-designated  milks. 

Four  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and 
one  unsatisfactory. 

Biological  Samples. 

During  the  year  169  samples  were  taken  as  follows: — 


Producers  Non-Designated  Milks  : 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . 122 

„ samples  found  to  be  positive  . . . . 3 

Producers  Accredited  Milk  : 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . 47 

„ samples  found  to  be  positive  . . . . 3 

During  the  year  the  following  works  were  carried  out : — 

No.  of  new  cowsheds  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

„ milking  bails  constructed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

„ existing  cowsheds  totally  reconstructed  . . . . . . . . 9 

„ yards  paved  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

„ new  and  alterations  to  drainage  system  ' 9 

„ new  dairies  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

„ new  sterilising  and  washing  rooms  formed  . . . . . . 7 

,,  dairies  enlarged  or  impro^'ed  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

„ dairies  disconnected  from  cowshed  . . . . . . . . 1 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council : — 


Retailers  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . . . 5 

„ (Supplementary)  . . . . 2 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  . . . . . . 3 
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Schools. 

Twelve  visits  were  made  to  elementary  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
milk  sampling  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  bacteriological  samples  . . . . . . 8 

„ biological  samples  . . . . . . 8 

„ pasteurised  milk  samples  . . . . 3 

With  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  all  were  satisfactory. 

General. 

During  the  year  twenty-one  applications  for  registration  were  received 
and  granted  ; of  this  number  twelve  were  changes  of  occupier  and  the  remaining 
nine  new  dairy  farms  ; four  dairy  farms  were  discontinued  as  such. 

The  following  Table  illustrates  the  position  in  each  parish  of  the  means 
of  sterilisation,  type  of  producer  and  source  of  water  supply.  As  compared 
with  1945,  there  has  again  been  a gradual  improvement  in  the  number  of 
farms  using  steam  sterilisation,  and  a* reduction  by  five  of  dairy  farms  on 
private  water  supplies.  There  was  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  farms 
producing  tuberculin  tested  Milk  from  30  in  1945  to  41  in  1946. 


Area 

Steam 

Boiling  Water 

Accredited 

1 Milk 

1 Tuberculin 

1 Tested  Milk 

Ordinary 

Milk 

Water  Supply 

1 Mains 

Springs 

& Wells 

Albourne  

10 



5 

1 

4 

10 



Ardingly 

6 

2 

3 

1 

4 

7 

1 

Balcombe  

10 

13 

4 

2 

17 

20 

3 

Bolney 

8 

5 

3 

2 

8 

12 

1 

Clayton  

5 

1 

2 

— 

4 

6 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural  .... 

26 

13 

10 

9 

20 

37 

2 

Fulking  

3 

1 

2 

— 

2 

3 

1 

Horsted  Keynes  .... 

7 

6 

— 

3 

10 

12 

1 

Hurstpierpoint  

25 

4 

13 

6 

10 

27 

2 

Keymer  

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Lindfield  Rural 

12 

14 

6 

3 

17 

23 

3 

Newtimber 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Pyecombe  

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Poynings 

2 

— 

2 

— • 

— 

— 

2 

Slaugham  

15 

10 

5 

3 

17 

23 

2 

Twineham 

5 

3 

2 

1 

5 

8 

— 

West  Hoathly  

15 

7 

7 

7 

8 

18 

4 

Worth 

15 

24 

7 

3 

29 

36 

3 

Total  

171 

107 

78 

41 

159 

249 

29 

4.— ICE-CREAM. 

Eight  applications  were  received  for  registration  for  the  sale  of  ice- 
cream, all  being  granted. 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  . . . . . . 9 

„ samples  reported  on  as  unsatisfactory  . . . . . . . . 2 

„ visits  to  premises  . . . . 25 
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5.— INSPECTION  OF  FOODS. 

Throughout  the  year  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse  and  105  visits  were  made  to  food- 
shops  and  bakehouses  and  the  general  standard  of  cleanliness  found  was 
satisfactory.  Food  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  as 
follows  : — 

Tinned  meats  ..  ..  ..  ..  418  lbs. 

Butter  and  margarine  . . . . . . 63  „ 


Bacon 
Cheese 

Home-killed  beef 
Home-killed  veal 
Imported  mutton 
Dried  fruit 
Contectionery 
Turkey 

Miscellaneous  tins 


241 

17 

159 

34 

38 

34 

4 

1 

103 


HOUSING. 

The  survey  as  authorised  in  Circular  64/44  and  the  third  report  of 
the  Rural  Housing  Sub-Committee  of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Com- 
mittee under  the  Chairmanship  of  Sir  Arthur  Hobhouse  was  completed. 

There  are  7,993  houses  in  this  district,  of  which  5,097  are  of  a rateable 
value  of  £20  and  under,  and  of  the  latter  2,375  were  recorded  in  detail.  During 
the  year  under  review  2,481  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  survey. 

The  following  table  gives  the  position  re  category  of  all  houses  of  a 
rateable  value  of  £20  and  under  in  each  Parish : — 


Parish. 

Categories. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Total 

a. 

*b. 

Albourne  

22 

14 

27 

18 

24 

10 

14 

87 

Ardingly 

55 

51 

85 

46 

51 

31 

20 

242 

Balcombe  

84 

48 

72 

17 

43 

27 

16 

247 

Bolney 

53 

38 

70 

34 

32 

16 

16 

193 

Clayton  

91 

10 

18 

13 

3 

3 

122 

Cuckfield  Rural . . 

114 

87 

97 

39 

61 

51 

10 

359 

Fulking  

16 

13 

15 

12 

17 

8 

9 

61 

Horsted  Keynes . . 

44 

50 

77 

29 

50 

46 

4 

221 

Hurstpierpoint  . . 

291 

96 

161 

54 

123 

35 

88 

671 

Keymer  

180 

35 

57 

12 

33 

21 

12 

305 

Lindfield  Rural . . 

112 

31 

87 

26 

31 

4 

27 

261 

Newtimber 

4 

1 

24 

22 

5 

3 

2 

34 

Poynings 

3 

7 

28 

13 

28 

2 

26 

66 

Pyecombe  

11 

18 

13 

14 

11 

6 

5 

53 

Slaugham  

104 

61 

88 

32 

77 

55 

22 

330 

Twineham 

15 

12 

11 

6 

21 

17 

4 

59 

West  Hoathly  . . 

62 

56 

144 

57 

54 

25 

29 

316 

Worth 

711 

257 

383 

52 

119 

65 

54 

1,470 

Totals 

1,972 

885 

1,457 

496 

783 

425 

*358 

5,097 

* Fundamentally  unfit. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1936,  Section  11. 

During  the  year  one  demolition  was  made  and  one  undertaking  can- 
I celled  (upon  carrying  out  schedule  of  repairs  accepted  by  the  Council). 

\ PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Eleven  statutory  notices  were  served,  and  all — with  the  exception  of 
two — were  complied  with. 

I MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Three  applications  were  received,  and  two  disapproved,  for  the  licensing 
of  sites,  three  further  applications  were  received  for  the  renewal  of  existing 
' licences,  all  of  which  were  approved. 

During  the  year  the  following  works  were  carried  out  either  as  a result 
' of  notices  or  interviews  with  owners  at  the  time  of,  or  following,  visits  made 
' during  the  Survey  and  Licensing  : 


i Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation. 

i No.  of  properties  re-drained,  or  improved  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

„ conversions  from  pail  and  chemical  closets  to  water  closets..  13 

I „ new  W.C.  pans  provided 6 

! „ new  sinks  ..  ..  ..  . ._  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

„ trapped  lead  waste  pipes  provided  . . . . . . . . 22 

I HOUSING. 

(a)  Dampness 

No.  of  Houses,  horizontal  damp  proof  course  provided  . . . . 6 

„ cement  rendered  or  tile  hung  . . . . . . . . 8 

„ walls  repaired  and  re-pointed  . . . . . . . . 19 

„ cavity  walls  formed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ site  concrete  laid  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

„ dry  areas  formed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

„ roofs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . 51 

„ ' chimneys  repaired  or  re-built  . . . . . . . . 26 

„ rainwater  collection  and  disposal  improved  . . . . 29 

(b)  General 

No.  of  new  boarded  floors  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . 20 

„ new  solid  floors  provided  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 7 

„ foodstores  provided  and  lighting  and  ventilation  provided  to 

existing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

„ new  cooking  ranges  or  existing  repaired  . . . . . . 18 

„ new  firegrates  provided  or  existing  repaired  . . . . . . 25 

„ new  windows  or  existing  repaired  . . . . . . . • 40 

Additional  lighting  and  ventilation  provided  . . . . . . . . 15 


INFESTATION. 

Five  houses  were  treated  for  bugs,  in  each  case  a preparation  con- 
taining D.D.T.  was  used  with  satisfactory  results. 

FACTORIES. 

During  the  year  twenty  visits  were  made  and  no  statutory  action  was 
found  to  be  necessary. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 

One  full-time  operator  is  employed,  and  the  methods  used  are  those 
recommended  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

All  Refuse  Tips  owned  by  the  Council  are  regularly  treated.  Some 
difficulty  had  been  encountered  at  the  Rowfant  dump,  but  after  repeated 
attempts,  the  infestation  has  been  brought  under  control. 

During  the  year,  test  baiting  of  the  public  sewers  was  carried  out.  In 
all,  approximately  10  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  manholes  were  baited 
with  2oz.  of  damp  sausage  rusk,  which  was  left  over  night,  and  a check  made 
the  following  day.  The  number  baited  in  the  various  parishes  was  as  follows  ; — 


Hurstpierpoint,  Hassocks  and  Sayers  Common  . . . . 31 

Poynings  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

West  Hoathly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Ardingly  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Balcombe  . . , . . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Worth  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 59 

Total  ..  119 


In  two  instances  there  were  complete  takes  of  baiting  on  a length  of 
sewer  in  South  Avenue,  Hurstpierpoint,  and  on  two  lengths  of  sewer  in  Turners 
Hill — (one  in  East  Street,  the  other  near  the  Green). 

Following  this  test  baiting,  poison  baits  were  laid  at  Hurstpierpoint 
and  Turners  Hill,  and  in  each  case  takes  of  poison  were  recorded.  Some  time 
later,  further  test  baiting  was  carried  out  at  these  points,  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  report  that  there  was  no  evidence  of  rats. 

A summary  of  inspections,  &c.,  carried  out  during  the  year  is  enumerated 


below  : 

Total  number  of  premises  visited  . . . . . . 479 

Number  found  to  be  rat  infested  . . . . . . 154 

Number  found  to  be  mice  infested  . . . . . . 4 

Total  number  of  pre-baits  laid  . . . . . . . . 2,867 

Total  number  of  poison  baits  laid  . . . . . . 665 

Number  of  dead  rats  picked  up  . . . . . . 545 

Estimated  kill  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,620 

DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED. 

Overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Housing  defects  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Pollution  of  ditches  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Water  supply  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Refuse  collection  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Rats  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44 

Miscellaneous  . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 


Total 


118 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

Total. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever  

57 

"“si 

— 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

— 

Pneumonia  

11 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

1 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

— 

— 

Measles 

58 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

74 

1 

— 

Totals  

206 

1 

35 

— 

— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
Notification  Rates  per  1 ,000  of  the  Population. 


Notifications. 

England  and  Wales. 

Cuckfield  Rural. 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  

0.02 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

0.05 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.38 

2.14 

Whooping  Cough 

2.28 

2.78 

Diphtheria 

0.28 

— 

Erysipelas  

0.22 

0.11 

Smallpox  

0.00 

— 

Measles  

3.92 

2.18 

Pneumonia 

0.89 

0.41 

22 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  PARISHES. 


Parish. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro-spinal 

Meningitis 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Scabies 

Totals 

Albourne  

3 



2 







4 

4 



13 

Ardingly  

37 

— 

— 

1 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

38 

2 

15 

17 

Bolney  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3 

— 

4 

Cuckfield  Rural 

3 

3 

16 

17 

39 

Fulking 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Hurstpierpoint 

4 

— 

3 

— 

1 

— 

5 

14 

— • 

27. 

Keymer 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

34 

12 

5 

57 

Lindfield  Rural  

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Newtimber  

2 

— . 

2 

Poynings  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Pyecombe 

1 

— 

1 

Slaugham 

2 

6 

2 

10 

Twineham  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

West  Hoathly 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

13 

Worth  

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

8 

10 

22 

Totals  .... 

57 

1 

11 

3 

1 

1 

58 

74 

49 

255 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease. 

Under  1 year 

<N 

(N 

m 

in 

o 

in 

10  - 15 

15  - 20 

1 

in 

<n 

1 

o 

in 

in 

in 

VO 

in 

65  and  over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever 





1 



2 

14 

20 

15 

1 

3 

1 



57 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

6 

11 

Erysipelas  

Cerebro-spinal  Menin- 

1 

1 

1 

3 

gitis 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Measles  

2 

1 

2 

- 7 

3 

19 

21 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

58 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

8 

5 

11 

7 

32 

7 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

74 

Scabies  

— 

— 

6 

■ — 

3 

6 

6 

2 

17 

4 

5 

— 

49 

Totals 

3 

10 

14 

18 

15 

72 

55 

17123 

11 

10 

7 

255 

TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1946. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

Table  showing  percentage  of  children  immunised  in  areas  and  schools, 
Nurses’  Areas — Children  1-5  years  of  Age  : 


Ardingly 

West  Hoathly  

*Handcross-Slaugham  

Copthorne 

*Bolney,  Sayers  Common 

Crawley  Down,  Turners  Hill.. 

Hassocks  

Three  Bridges  

*Cuckfield  Rural  

Balcombe  

Poynings,  Pyecombe 

Hurstpierpoint  

*Lindfield  Rural,  Scaynes  Hill.. 
Horsted  Keynes  

Totals 

Elementary  Schools  : 

Albourne  

Balcombe  

Bolney  

Copthorne 

Crawley  Down 

Handcross 

Pyecombe  

Sayers  Common  

Twineham 

Worth  County  Modern 

*West  Hoathly  

Hurstpierpoint  County  Modern 

Turners  Hill 

Hassocks  

Horsted  Keynes  

Hurstpierpoint  Primary  

*Staplefield  

Ardingly 

Poynings 

Scaynes  Hill 

Worth-Three  Bridges  

Warninglid 


Private  Schools 

Children  5-15  years  not  on  any  roll 


Number 

Number 

on  Roll. 

Immunised. 

Percentage 

76 

76 

100 

76 

76 

100 

94 

93 

99 

116 

114 

98 

72 

70 

97 

121 

117 

97 

152 

148 

97 

137 

133 

97 

74 

71 

96 

110 

103 

94 

50 

47 

94 

184 

171 

93 

91 

85 

93 

56 

51 

91 

1,409 

..  1,355 

96 

24 

24 

100 

84 

84 

100 

65 

65 

100 

99 

99 

100 

86 

86  . 

100 

72 

72 

100 

19 

19  . 

100 

41 

41 

100 

18 

18 

100 

68 

68 

100 

77 

76 

99 

143 

142 

99 

82 

81 

99 

170 

167 

98 

83 

81 

98 

169 

166 

98 

47 

46 

98 

59 

57 

97 

40 

39 

97 

36 

35 

97 

197 

189 

96 

48 

46 

96 

1,727 

. . 1,701 

99.71 

1,216 

..  1,199 

99 

467 

452 

97 

3,410 

3,352 

98 

* Have  no  refusals  but  cannot  be  included  in  the  100  per  cent,  category  because 
at  the  31st  December  there  were  some  children  “ awaiting  first  injection.” 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during 
the  year. 


Disease. 

1 Cuckfield  Rural 
District 

Cuckfield  Urban 
District 

Burgess  Hill 

Urban  District 

East  Grinstead 

EJrban  District 

Uckfield  Rural 

District 

Other  Districts. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



1 

Observation  Diphtheria  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

27 

1 

— 

— 

2 

2 

32 

Observation  Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Poliomyelitis  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Meningitis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Observation  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation  Meningitis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Vincents  Angina  

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Streptococcal  Rash  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Measles  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Measles  and  Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

2 

Erysipelas  

— 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Dysentery  

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Amoebic  Dysentery 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chicken-pox  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Mumps  

. .1 

■ — 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

1 

Totals 

37 

5 

3 

2 

4 

6 

57 
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MILK  SUPPLIES  TO  ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS. 


Name  of  School. 

Type  of  Supply. 

Pyecombe  

Pasteurised 

Poynings 

Pasteurised 

Albourne  

Accredited 

Twineham  ; 

Pasteurised 

Bolney 

Ordinary 

Sayers  Common  

Tuberculin  Tested 

Hurstpierpoint  

Pasteurised 

Hassocks  

Pasteurised 

Warninglid 

Accredited 

Handcross 

Accredited 

Staplefield  

Accredited 

Balcombe  

Ordinary 

Scaynes  Hill 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Ardingly 

Ordinary 

Horsted  Keynes  

Tuberculin  Tested 

West  Hoathly  

Accredited 

Turners  Hill  

Ordinary 

Crawley  Down 

Tuberculin  Tested 

Copthorne 

Pasteurised 

Pound  Hill 

Pasteurised 

Three  Bridges  

Pasteurised 

HOUSING  SURVKY. 

AGRICULTURAL  DWFXLLNGS  — TOTAL. 
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